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% My Ears ſhall ever be open to Information, and my Mind to Con- 
& vittion. My Judgement both of Men and Things, ſhall be founded 
& on Fafts and Evidence; and I will know no Diſtintion, but thoſe, 
+ which reſult from Character. Vide Biſhop's Charge, Page and. 
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To the Honourable and Right Reverend 
8 H U 
Lord BISHOP of SAR UM, 


MY LORD, 


HH VEE intruding or diſrepectful this anony- 

mous addreſs may appear to your Lordſhip, yet 
you may be aſſured, that it comes from a perſon, who 
highly eſtcems your moral character, unfeignedly ho- 
nours your rank in the Church, and gratefully venerates 
that ſpontaneous chaice of our gracious Sovereign, 


which placed you in the See of Sarum. He is likewiſe, 


not without ſome brilliant hopes, that your Lordſhip's | 
intentions of reforming the Clergy of that very exten- 


five Dioceſe are correſpondent to the language of the 


Charge, which you delivered to them at your primary 
Viſitation, and that you mean to perform, what you 
there ſo piouſly declare to be, the chief end of your be- 
ing promoted to your preſent exalted ſtation: and ſo 
far as your Lordſhip aims at a thorough change in the 
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principles, as well as the condutt of your Reverend 

Brethren, he ſincerely wiſhes you all the ſueceſs in your 
arduous undertaking, which your own heart can deſire, 
or the moſt devout in the kingdom can make the ſub- 
Je of their prayers. 


. _ % _—___————— * 
— 


There is a call for Reformation on the preſent day. 
from all degrees of men among us; and none are ſo 
proper to ſet the example of it, as our Biſhops and Cler- 
gy. . There i is a ſpirit of anarchy gone forth in our land, 
which threatens univerſal ruin to Church and State ; 
and it is full time for the genuine friends of both, to 
exert themſelves in the defence of our glorious conſtitu- 
tion, as it is by law eſtabliſhed. But, my Lord, a par- 
tial Reformation will ſtand us in no ſtead. A bare atten- 
tion to outward forms, or the mere letter of the eſtab- 
liſhment, will not ſufficiently reclaim us, either as ſub- 


jects of the State, or members of the Church. No: the 


axe muſt be laid at the root of our corruptions, before 
any laſting amendment can be produced in our diſſolute 
nation. Your Lordſhip's plan therefore ſeems to many 
ſerious minds, who ſometimes indulge themſelves in ſpe- 
culations of this fort, to be far too narrow and contrac- 
ted. We all allow, that the Clergy of your Dioceſe 
want to be reformed, as well as the Laity : but with re- 
gret we obſerve, that the means, which you propoſe 
for accompliſhing that deſirable end, are not adequate to 
the exigencies of the caſe. Where the diſeaſe is deſpe- 
rate, a palliative will never effect a cure. A regard 
only to their temporalities, or a rien enquiry into the 
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nature of their Tythes and Terriert, however ſuitable 
it may be in its place, will never bring about that {ſpini- 
tual Reformation, which all confeſs to be ſo much want- 
ed, and which every good man hopes: will ever be the 
object of your Lordſhip's endeavours, while you fill the 
See of Sarum— that venerable See, which was once 
bleſt with the paſtoral care of a reforming BURNET. 
Hence it is, that I take the liberty of making a few 
animadverſions on your Lordſhip's Charge : and believe 
me, my Lord, it is with pain that I engage in this un- 
thankful office. It would give me far greater pleaſure 
to join in the general applauſe, which your Charge hath 
received, and to refrain from the leaſt cenſure, where ſo 
much praiſe is due. But as the eternal welfare of mankind 
is ſuperior to every earthly conſideration, and you are 
thought to have levelled your ſevereſt reproofs againſt 
thoſe few Clergymen under your juriſdiction, who are 
deemed to be moſt deſerving of your approbation; it is 
preſumed, that a humble Layman may, without giving 
any juſt cauſe of offence, be permitted to ſet your 
Lordſhip right in ſome things, wherein you are ſuppoſ- 
ed to be either miſtaken or miſinformed, and gently to 
hint to you, how you may lay your projected Reforma- 


tion of all your Clergy upon its proper baſis. And it 


may be no diſparagement to your Lordſhip's genius or 
talents, eſpecially as you have been pleaſed, publickly 
to declare, that, your ears ſhould be ever open to in- 
formation, and your mind to convittion,” to receive 
a few hints on ſo momentous a ſubjeft, from an obſcure 


individual, who, not from any peculiar depth of pene- 


B 2 tration, 


HIS | 


tration, but from his ſituation in a lower ſphere, and 2 
conſtant reſidence in your Dioceſe for many years paſt, 
may be able to give a truer account of the ſtate of relj- 
gion there, than your Lordſhip can be expetted to have 
acquired in your higher walk of life, and in the courſe 
of only one year's obſervation. For, tho' it is your na- 
tive Dioceſe, and I truſt that you were born to do 
much good in it; yet your noble birth, your manner of 
education, and the heaps of wealth and dignity which 
have ever ſince been poured down upon you, muſt in- 
evitably have kept you at the utmoſt diſtance from thoſe 


places, where you could gain a thorough inſight i into the 


mode of parochial duty, as it is this day practiſed by moſt 
of the inferior Clergy. Such as are in the babit of liv- 
ing in the courts of kings, can bardly gueſs at what a 
low ebb religious inſtruction lies in the country, and 
how many poor ſouls there are, who periſh for want of 
knowledge. This can only be learned by being an eye- 
witneſs of what is continually tranſacted in our ſeveral 
Pariſhes. And I am perſuaded, that if your Lordſhip 
had been favoured with the ſame opportunities of being 
thus informed, as have fallen to my ſhare, your Charge 
to your Clergy would have breathed a different ſpirit, 
and your invettives would have been direQed againſt 
very different objeAs. Nor can I account for the in- 
dignant tenour of its railing part, when I conſider how 
ſhort a time your Lordſhip bath preſided over the Cler- 
gy of this Dioceſe, how little you can be acquainted with 
them, and how few of them there arc, who appear to 
have any ſymptoms of rigid piety, unleſs it be by hazard- 
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ing a conjeRure, that it was a page or two taken out 
of an old Charge, which had been before delivered to 
the merry Jumpers of Mynyddyſſuyn and Vſtrad- lo- vadag. 
It might, poſſibly ſuit the meridian of Landaff, if what 
fame ſaith be true. But ſurely where there is an acknow-., 
ledged indifferency about ſoul converſions, and where 


ſach a degeneraey from the prieſtly character runs al- 


moſt thro the whole order, that a late Writer laments». . 
that the race of pariſh-prieſts is quite extin& ; it little 
became an eminent Prelate, at his primary Viſitation 
in the Diaceſe. of Sarum, to brandifh his ſword againſt. 
an ideal foe, or to try to extinguiſh the ſmall ſparks of 
devotion, which are ſtill left among us, by throwing. 
cold water upon the very appearance of it. What 
muſt we Laymen think of religion, when we hear one of 
the Fathers of the Church, at the ſame time that he 
confeſſes that he hath but a very ſlender acquaintance 
with his Clergy, flattering ſome of them, whom he ſuſ- 
pets. to be profligate and worldly-minded; as hoping 
beiter things concerning them, and praying them to ex- 
cyſe his ſuſpiciqns ; while, without the leaſt dread of ba- 
ing miſtaken, he publickly arraigns and cruelly con- 
demns the reſt, for no other alledged fault, but for humbly 
attempting, according to the apoſtolical injunttion, © to 
% ſave themſelves and thoſe, who hear them.” Is not 
this confirming with a witneſs, the opinions of a Voltaire 
and a Hume, reſpecting Chriſtianity ? 18 it not publiſh- 
ing abroad, that it is all prieſt-craſt, or a trade, by 
which ſome, men get their livelihood ? is it not announc- 
ing, velut e cathedrd—** Gentlemen, ſome fooliſh Saxon 
33 « king 


. 


| «ax 1. 8: 7 
| Fe king hath been {6 weak, as to annex very conſiderable 
« emolutments tb what is called the Church of England, 
*©to the intent that we might be paid for praying for his 
ge departed ſoul; and for pteaching the glad tidings of 
10 ſalvation to the ſouls of our cotemporaries: but thoſe * 
«were dark, unenlightened days, in which, ſuch'whims-: 
„ere common. Now we know that praying and 
ow preaching are growing obſolete, as they are a drudge- 
23 that i is too ſervile for the ſpirit of a Man of letters, 
— Souls may very well be ſaved without it, provided al- 
« ways; that they behave with reſpe&tful- reverence to 
«wards us. Or perhaps,” as ſome-df us have-rationally » | 
« repreſented the matter; there may be no need of ſal- | 
vation for thoſe, whom' we cannot allow to be loſt,» 
* But be this as it may: as we are in p6fſeſſion of our. 
Church revenues; ſo'all; that we have edo is to im- | 
prove them to the beſt advantage.” We maſt call our- | 
« ſelves by ſome great names; that! e. may awe the vul- 
id «par, and keep them in ſubjettion, - And leſt our au- 
' *thority ſhould be leſſened among thei; we mulk by 
| *r all means retain them in ignorance. To this end, we 
i * muſt have! no praying or preaching prieſts among us 
5 none, who make the leaſt pretenſion to ſanftity—none, 
| who care a fig for the duties of their function none, 
[ *© who ſeek for any thing from the flock, but the fleece. 
| « For, in the moment any of the other ſtamp get into 
1 the Church, they will open people's eyes, and we- 
« ſhall be ſeen in our true colours, and God knows what 
may be the event of ſuch a diſcovery. We may be 


& treated as drones, and ſpurned as nuiſances from civil 
| locicty, 
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te ſociety. We may be ſtiled dumb-dogs, blind guides, hireling 
*«-/hephberds,;. 5c, For this cauſe therefore we muſt quaſh! 
them at once, and never ſuffer them to gain a footing : 
*1n the eſtabliſhment.” Godforbid that I ſhould ſay that 
this is the real interpretation of your Lordſhip's Charge. 
No, I believe that ſuch ſentiments are as remote from 
your heart, as this language was from your tongue. How- 
ever your adulation of one claſs of your Clergy- at the 
expence of another, .tho' it might be with the amiable: 
view of gaining a more favourable reception ſor your 
labours among them, yet looks ſo much like doing evil, 

that good may come, that you can hardly. be acquitted 
from all blame. Was there no other way of concilia- 
ting the good opinion of thoſe, whom you wiſhed to 
pleaſe, but by ſtigmatizing piety, and holding it up as, 
an object of contempt ? To be ſure, if chere were any» 
Clergymen in your Dioceſe; who were very zealous in the: 
cauſe of religion, ho were inſtant in ſeaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon” in the work of their ſacred calling; who, not 
content with their public teaching on. a Sunday, went 
thro' their reſpettive Pariſhes in the week, viſiting the 
ſick, inſtructing the ignorant, comforting the dejetted, 

reconciling differences between neighbours, and ſo an- 

wering the great end of their miniſtry, by promoting 
peace on earth, and good-will among men: ſuch active, 

benevolent beings, might provoke the reſentment of 
their indolent brethren, who would naturally exclaim, 

in doing ſo, you reproach us. If you are right, we 

are wrong; and all the world muſt obſerve the differ- 

+ ence.” Such a treatment they might reaſonably ex- 

pet 
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pet from that quarter, and be prepared to bear it. 
But that you, my Lord, who ſeem to have azeal' for 
God, and a deſire to be eminently uſeful—that you | 
ſhould ſtrengthen the hands of the worthleſs, while you 
diſcourage the only valuable branch of the Clergy, is 
what hath proved a ſtumbling-block to many of your 
well-wiſhers, and is what they cannot juſtify upon the 
principles of either candour or juſtice, for which your 
Lordſhip is ſo remarkably noted. Indeed there was no 
particular call for this part of your charge. I kno- 


your Dioceſe pretty well: and large as it is, I have never 
heard that there are many - zealous, much leſs over- 
zealous Clergymen in it. The common run is of the? 
ſame ſtamp with our pleaſure- loving age. They are 
either hunting after preſerment, or amuſing themſelves. 
with diverſions. So that if a ſick, or diſtreſſed perſon 
ſhould want their advice, he muſt either ſend to Bath ar 
Brighthelmſtone for them, or wait for the return. of their 
laborious Curate from his ſports in the field, or his paſs 
times at the card-table,: For:tho*' I am happy in the ac- 
quaintance and friendſhip of ſome Clergymen, who live 
within their Pariſhes, and try to be helpful to the beſt in- 
tereſts of their Pariſhioners; yet theſe are very rare, and 
their rarity renders them a wonder to many. They are 
looked upon as white crows. Thoſe, for whoſe ſpiritual 
welfare they inceſſantly toil, often bear them an impla- 
cable hatred, becauſe their heart-ſearching ſermons 
find out their darling ſecret ſins, and their holy lives are 
a ſtanding reproof of their notorious vices. Others re- 
proach them with ſome ill name, that they may have an 
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excuſe for not attending their miniſtry. Their brother 
clergymen watch them with an envious eye, that they 
may rejoice in the leaſt flaw, that may be diſcerned in 
their words or actions. 


And i is not as c—_ to deter thaw from their duty, 
without the addition of your Lordſhip's unkind repre- 
ſentations of their motives and behaviour? can they 
hold on in their ſingular, obnoxious path, when there. 
is ſo violent a combination formed againſt them ? will 

not the calls of their families, or the terrors of epiſcopal 
Vengeance, filence their voices, and deaden their ef- 
forts to raclaim a beſotted world? No: having been re- 
gularly called to the execution of their office, they will 
obey God rather than man, and ſooner incur the loſs of 
all, that they hold dear beneath the ſun, than they will 
run counter to the dittates of their conſcience, or make 
light of thoſe ſolemn engagements, which they have re- 
peatedly taken upon themſelves in the face of God and 
his church. Let ſinners traduce them as ly devils, let 
prieſts aſperſe them, as deſigning hypocrites and falſe 
brethren, let biſhops diſparage them, as rigid pietiſſs, 
and mad enthuſiaſts; they are armed to meet all theſe 
invenomed ſhafts with becoming ſubmiſſion, as knowing 
theſe are no more than the neceſſary conſequences of 
their ſeparation from the maxims and cuſtoms of an un- 
godly world, and what they were taught to expect by 
Him, who well knew what the reſult of a ſtrict attach- 
ment to his dottrines and precepts would be, and hath on 
that account generouſly aſſured them before-hand, that 
| « bleſſed 


* 1 


* bleſſed are they, who are perſecuted and reviled, and 
« have all manner of evil ſpoken againſt them falſely 1 for 
« pis ſake, becauſe: ſharp as their ſufferings may be 
« on earth, their reward ſhall be great in heaven.” And 
can you, my Lord, bereally diſpleaſed with theſe men ? 
would you wiſh to limit their number, and to leſſen their 
influence in the Church of England ? God knows the 
old Lady hath already but very few fond admirers, 
Many regard her as quite ſuperannuated : and were ſhe 
diveſted of the rich emoluments, which are till append- 
ant to her, it is to be feared that ſome of her ſlauncheſt 
adherents would ſhew her as little reſpett, as the Gentle- 
men of the Feather” s-Tavern ſhewed her in their con- 
vivial meetings. And would you, my , Lord; lend a 
helping hand in degrading alma mater, ' and 3 in expol- 
ing her to the inſults of her undutiful fons, whom ſhe 
hath long cheriſhed and fattened in her own warm bo- 
ſom? Far be it from me to harbour ſuch a raſh thought. 
No my Lord, you are too wiſe, and too well acquaint- 
ed with her worth, to have any ſuch purpole | in contem- 
plation. Why then, it may be aſked, doth your 
« Lordſhip find fault with thoſe men, who are from prin- 
« ciple attacked to her ſervice, and aim by their labours 
to reſtore her to her primitive glory ?* 


Perhaps you will reply, ” I find no fault with any real 
good that is in them, or with any meaſure of known 
« utility that may ſucceed their labours in the church: but 
« I hear they are wolves in ſheep's cloathing, whole pre. 
« tended ſanctity is only a cover for ſome bye-ends.” I 

| grant 
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grant that ſuch dark inſinuations have been often ſuggeſ⸗ 
ted againſt them, and may have reached your Lord- 
ſhip's ears: but are the ſafts ſubſtantiated ? is the*truth of 
theſe reports confirmed by undeniable evidence ? let 
the proof be produced; and if there ſhould be any of 
theſe Clergymen, whoſe life is not as upright as their 
doctrine is evangelical, I here enter my proteſt, as in 
the preſence of God, that there is not one word in this 
addreſs which is meant to juſtify them, or to ſkreen them 
from your Lordſhip's righteous cenſures. No, they de- 
ſerve to be treated as the moſt infamous of men, and 
their names ought to be ſuſpended as beacons in every 
conſpicuous place, that the unwary may be guarded 
from. falling a prey to their diſſimulation. For as it is 
an axiom in Ethics, that, *abuſis optimi eſt peſſima ;” ſo 
alſo it holds good in religion, that there cannot be a 
more vile or ſordid hypocriſy, than to affect the appear- 
ance of higher degrees of ſanctification, whilſt the heart 
is graſping after the riches of the world, and the main 
ſcope of the liſe is not agreeable to ſuch a ſplendid pro- 
ſeſſion. But, my Lord, we are not to give credit to 
every accuſation that we hear againſt any perſon. Falſe 
ſurmiſes are much in vogue: and if theſe were ſufficient 
to conſtitute guilt, who could be innocent? It behoves us 
therefore, in weeding out the tares, to take care that 
we do not root up the wheat, For my part, J only ſtand 
up in defence of thoſe conſcientious Clergymen, whoſe 
charaQters I conceive to be as much unknown to your 
Lordſhip, as they were miſrepreſented in your Charge. 
And theſe, I have the pleaſure to inform you, are men 
of 
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of approved integrity. They covet not to make gain of 


godlineſ.—ibey court not the favour of the great they 
uſe no mean arts to recommend themſelves to the no- 


Tice of the world ; but contented with the ſtation” that 


Providence hath aſſigned them, they devote their whole 
time and talents to advance the ſpiritual and eternal be- 
nefit of their Pariſhioners, To your Lordſhip they 
neither have been, nor are likely to be troubleſome. 
Your rich ſtalls and fat benefices you may beſtow * upon 
whom you pleaſe, without exciting their envy, or giving 
them the leaſt concern, All that they aſk from you 
(if it be allowable to judge of their views by their actions) 


i that they may be ſuffered to go on uninterruptedly 


in their ſtated labours, that while ſome of their Reve- 
rend Brethren are amuſing themſelves at a Horſe-race, 
they may be preaching the goſpel to their flock, or ma- 
king preparation for it; and that while others of the ſa- 
ble race are jovial at their cups, they may be praying to 
God, or ſinging his praiſes. But you will ſtill fay. 
* they are Methodiſts, and as ſuch I cannot tolerate 
* them in my Dioceſe, if there were no other cauſe 
* of complaint againſt them.“ 


What is a Methodiſt, my Lord, but an ill name af- 
fixed to every one, whether he be a church-man, or a 
layman, who makes conſcience of his duty towards God 
and towards his neighbour ? None can efcape it, who do 
in the leaſt endeavour to diſcountenance fin, and to 
promote holineſs, Even your Lordſhip was likely to 
acquire a title to it laſt ſummer, by reproving a diſorder- 


erly 
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1 man of the cloth, in the courſe of your tour thro' your 

Dioceſe. But is not this paying the greateſt compli- 
ment to the Methodiſts that can be deviſed ? is all vir- 
tue confined to them? is every grace monopolized by 
their party? can a perſon perform no religious ſervice 
with conſcious reftitude, but he muſt, for that very reaſ- 
on, be inſtantly dubbed a methodiſt ? cannot he pray 
with fervour, or preach as one, who is wholly intent 
upon what he is doing, without that imputation? can- 
not he reprove vice in thoſe who are around him, or be 
more than ordinary circumſpe@ in his own temper and 
walk, without being at once conſigned over to that omi- 
nous tribe ? Then if this be the ſure conſequence of well- 
doing, let me be a Methodiſt, I will, by the help of 
my God, live and die under that denomination, being 
convinced that names alter not the nature of things : and 
I fancy, that I may boldly anſwer for thoſe Clergymen, 
whoſe cauſe I eſpouſe, that with your Lordſhip's leave, 
they will perſevere in the good old path which they have 
begun, and care not what they are called by their fellow 
men, provided they can obtain the approbation of God, 
and have * the teſtimony of their conſciences, that in 
« ſimplicity and godly ſincerity they have their con- 
« yerſation in the world,” 


I ſhould here finiſh my apology for theſe Clergymen, 
and reſt it entirely upon the foregoing gentle ſtrictures on 


your Lordſhip's Charge, if you had not produced ſome 


very heavy accuſations againſt them, which not only af- 
felt their reputation, as men, but repreſent their doc- 
trines 


Kenn 


rines, as miniſters of the gaſpel, as © utterly ſubverſivt 
« of every thing that is valuable both in morals and in 
* ſociety.” ', Neceſlity therefore, compels me to follow 
your Lordſhip thro” theſe ſeveral charges, and to try to 
refute them, ſo far as truth, good manners, and a due 
deference. to. your ſuperior abilities will authorize 'me. 
And upon my entrance upon this hazardous taſk, I feel 
my need of the prayers of all God's people in my be- 
half, that I may not ſpeak at random, or be ſuffered to 
offend, where I mean only to convince. 


Of the Charges, which are exhibited againſt them, 


The firſt is, “ that they are perſons who profeſs the 

* moſt rigid piety.” This brings to my mind, a trial in 
one of our courts of juſtice, ſoon after admiral Byng's 
unhappy fate, in which, a Gentleman of the ſword was 
called as an evidence to prove, that a certain Elabora- 
tory in his neighbourhood was a great nuiſance to him, 
becauſe it ſmelled of Gunpowder ; when one o the 
Counſellors immediately remarked with much ſhrewd- 
neſs, © it was no wonder that our fleets and armies were 
© ſo unſucceſsful againſt the common foe, when our of- 
60 frets had ſuch an antipathy to the ſmell of Gunpowd- 
* er.” For my country's ſake, I hope your Lordſhip 
hath not the ſame diſlike to piety ; for ſhould that ſpirit 
of impiety, which hath already ſeized almoſt all orders 
of men among us, creep up into the Benth of Biſhops, 
we muſt be an abandoned people indeed: the meaſure | 
of our iniquities muſt be nearly full: we muſt be arriv- 
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ed at the laſt ſtage of profligacy ; and without the ſpirit 
of prophecy, I can eaſily foretell, that the judgements 
of God ſhall ſoon overtake us, which muſt devour us 
as his adverſaries. O England! thy deſolation is ap- 
proaching : I write Ichabod on all thy glory : thy boaſt- 
ed priviledges are departing ; and like Iſrael's idols, 
they ſhall be caſt to the moles and to the batts.” 


Piety, my Lord, is the chief cement of ſociety, and 
the beſt ornament of human nature. Without it, no 
eftectual reſtraint can be put on our ſinful luſts and un- 
hallowed paſſions. Laws cannot reach their ſecret 
ſprings. Honour cannot controul their furious bent, 
when a ſtrong temptation to ſelf-indulgence or to ſelf- 
exaltation comes in their way. At ſuch a ſeaſon, and 
in ſuch circumſtances, every other principle is too im- 
potent to check them, but that reverential awe ofthe 
divine Being, which flows from true piety, and former- 
ly animated the young patriarch, when in a very trying 
exigency, he cried, © how can I do this great wicked- 
* neſs, and fin againſt God?” But you will ſay, my 
** objettions do not lie againſt real piety, and I have 
* ſufficiently guarded my expreſſions on that head, by 
calling that piety, which I cenſure, rigid.” Have you 
ſo my Lord? Then I would wiſh to know, what your 
Lordſhip means by rigid piety, Is it the auſterity of the 
Eaſtern. Bramins, which leads them to ſeclude themſelves 
from ſociety, and to waſte their lives in caves or bollow 
trees, where they pretend to be abſorbed in ſome ab- 


Rrakied contemplations of the Deity, which can be of no 
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pradtical advantage either to themſelves or others? or; 
is it the farcical flagellation of the Weſtern Mendicants, 
who affect to mattify the fleſh, and to pleaſe their Maks 


er, by all the mummery of the Romiſh ſuperſtition ? If. 


your Lordſhip means either the one or the other of theſe 
kinds of piety, you may take it for granted, that no 
traces of ſuch rigid piety can any where be found within 
your Dioceſe. Nay, picty of any ſort is fo ſcarce a 
commodity among us, that the very ſemblance of it can 
hardly be ſeen in our coaſts: And I am confident, that 
the few. Clergymen,. whom you had in your eye, when 
you wete cenſuring rigid piety, are ſo far from laying 
any ſtreſs upon an outward, oftentatious, phariſaical de- 
votion, that they decry it in all their preaching, and are 
continually telling their hearers, that bodily exerciſe 
will profit them nothing, or that going through the 
forms of godlineſs, while their hearts are wandering 
+ from God, and they remain flaves to their fins, will 
„ only ſerve to aggravate their condemnation, and to 
„ ſwell the:bulk of their future woe; that true piety 
* conſiſts, not fo much in faſting and praying, in ſer- 
„ mon-hearing and facrament-receiving, as in having 
„ the ſame mcek and lowly mind which was in Chriſt 
«« Jeſus, diſpoſing them to live in habitual communion 
« with God, and to cultivate ſuch a frame of ſpirit, as 
% may render his ſervice their delight, not only when 
„they are engaged in religious duties, but in their 
common converſation—not on a ſunday only, but 
« throughout every day of the whole week. And this 
piety, where it is truly rooted in the foul by divine 
| grace, 
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grace, is ſo far from making the happy poſſeſſors of it 
Riff. or rigid, that they are the moſt eaſy, chearful, 

benevolent, and I might add, polite people in the world. 

There is nothing ſtarch about them. Wearing no diſ- 
guiſe, and afraid of no detection, they always feel a 
freedom in their fouls for every good word and good 
work. And were , your Lordſhip to change ſides, and 
to 152 the right names to things, you would call the 
piety of thoſe clergymen rigid, who ſeem quite out of 
their element while they are in the ſacred; deſk, as if 
they were doing penance for, ſome miſdemeanour that 
they had committed, and under the utmoſt. anxiety of 
mind till Mr. Amen ſhould pronounce his. ſympathetic 
D for joy that it i concluded. To ſuch "ow 
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different from the piety of thoſe. who act at all times 
under the influence of its genuine religion. Theſe are 
at home, while they are employed in their . miniſterial 
functions, As their heart is in their work, ſo chere is 
no conſtraint in any part of their behaviour. As they 
daily breathe the ſpirit of real devotion i in private, ſo 
they draw near unto God with the. ſame ſpirit, in publick; 
and as this pious frame 1s babitual to them, ſo it bears no 
marks of affectation. May you and I, my Lord, be 
endued with the ſame heavenly temper And then tho! 
ſome, while they are in bealch, and death is ſuppoſed 
io be at a diſtance from them, may calumniate ps as rigid 
pietiſts on that accout ; yet. I believe that all, who have 
not utterly eaſt off every ſenſe of religion or regard for 
the eternal welfare of their ſouls, will approve. of our 
C 2 choice, 
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choice and fervently defire to ſhare in our comforts, 
when they come to lie on a bed of fickneſs, and have 
the king of terrors u them full in the face. 
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The ſecond charge i is, „ that they propogate their 
* wild conceits with much eagerneſs.” Here I am 
puzzled in determining what theſe . wild conceits” are. 
For, I have often heard the preaching of thoſe clergy- 
men, to whom your Lordſhip alludes, and have read 
ſome of their printed ſermons. . But never did I find, 

that they advanced any poſitions, either in the one or 
the other, which had the leaſt tendency to be wild, or to 
convey any conceits, which were not founded on ſcripture 
ſentiments, and expreſſed in a ſtrict conformity to ſcrip- 
ture language. The principal ſubjetts of their ſermons 
are. the fall of mankind by the ſin of the firſt Adam, 

* and their recovery by the ſecond Adam's becoming 
„ obedient unto death in their ſtead—repentance to- 
« wards God as a neceſſary prerequiſite for the reception 
of the golpel- ſalvation, and faith in the Lord Jeſus 
„ Chriſt as the only inſtrument, by which that ſalvation 
„ can be conveyed to the finner's ſoul—a change of 
mind and conduct as the unavoidable fruit of ſuch 
ow repenting and believing, and as an indiſpenſible qua- 
6 lification for reliſhing and enjoying the happinefs of 
« 4 futtire tate.” Theſe general heads they may branch 
out 1 into various particulars : but I may ſafely ſay, that 
the main drift of them all is, to enforce and produce 
that ſummary of all religion, as it was laid down by the 


Saviour of the world, which 1 is, to © love God with our 
whole 
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whole hearts, and to love our neigbours as we love our- 
ſelves.“ Now, I appeal to your Lordſhip's unbiaſed 
judgment, is there any thing wild in ſuch conceits? are 
they not all clearly deducible from the word of God? is 
it not there ſaid by Him, who ſpake as never man ſpake, 
* except you be born again, you cannot enter into the 
«© kingdom of God?” And doth not this regeneration 
imply, that we are fallen creatures, and have need to 
be formed anew, before we can have any meetneſs for 
communion with God, either in time or in eternity? 
Here He was inſtructing a very moral man, and a 
teacher in Iſrael, as your Lordſhip is; and yet it is ob- 
ſervable, that even to this man He inſiſts more than 
once upon the abſolute neceſſity of his being born again, 
before he could be even in the way to heaven. Is it not 
ſaid by the ſame infallible Expounder of his Father's 
will, © except you repent, you ſhall all periſh?” And 
what ſtronger terms than theſe could expreſs the utter 
impoſſibility of our being ſaved without a previous hu- 
miliation before God under a ſenſe of our fins, and a 
conſequent deliverance from them ? Is it not ſaid in the 
oracles of truth, He who believeth on the Son, hath 
* everlaſting life: and he, who believeth not the Son, 
* {hall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
* him?” and is not this a plain intimation, that faith in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a fine qua non” in the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners? Finally, is it not ſaid in the ſame ſacred 
records, that the end of the commandment,” or the 
very center of all the divine inſtitutions, © is charity,” 
or love? and is not this that kind of love, which doth 
C3 not 
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grow in nature's uncultivated ſoil, or ſpontaneoully ve- 
getate in every polluted) breaſt, but ſprings “ out of a 
pure n and a good conſcience, and faith = 
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Now, ſeeing theſe are poſitive declarations of holy 
writ, if thoſe Clergymen's preaching, for whom I plead, 
be founded upon ſuch clear texts, and be all of apiece with 
their obvious import ; then it may be fairly inferred, 
that their notions are not wild, and that they admit no 
conceits into their ſermons, but what are derived from 
the ſcripture, and are conſonant to its whole ſcope, 
which is, to make us holy upon earth, that we may 
be for ever happy in heaven. And to propogate ſuch 
dottrines © with much eagerneſs,” is no more than what 
they are in duty bound to do; and woe would follow them 
as cloſely as their ſhadow, if leaving this good old me- 
thod of preaching, which 1s marked out for them in the 
Bible, they ſhould amuſe their congregations with ſome 
heathen ſpeculations about the dignity of fallen man, or 
ſome wild conceits concerning a ſelf-fprung religion, 
which are as inconſiſtent with real experience, as they 
are unequal to the taſk of amending a degenerate world, 


While therefore, they make the word of God the 


model, as well as the fubſtance of their public teaching, 
I hope that they will ever propagate the divine truths, 
which are there revealed, with unabatcd eagerneſs, and 
with till encreaſing ſucceſs; I wiſh them good ſpeed in 


the name of the Lord. Such as form an eſtimate of 
their 
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their ſound judgment in the things of God, merely from 
common report, may call them fanatic fools. Such as 
envy their uſefulneſs in the church, may like to have 
their opinions branded as wild conceits. Such as have 
flight views of the obligation that is laid upon them by 
their ordination-engagements, to be wholly dccupied in 
ſeeking loſt ſouls, that they may bring them into the fold 
of Chriſt, may think, that they may ſpare themſelves; 
and not be quite ſo eager about the ſalvation of their 
flock. But I truſt in God, that none of theſe things 
ſhall move them to deſiſt from their labours, and that 
they will not even © count their lives dear unto them 
*© ſelves, provided they may finiſh their courſe with joy, 
and ſee the bleſſed fruit of the miniſtry, which they 
* have received of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” in the con- 
verſion of many ſinners from darkneſs to light, from fin 
to holineſs, and from a love ofthe world to a delight 1 in 
God, as their ſupreme felicity. 


The Third Charge is, © that they accuſe the. parochi- 
* al Clergy of not adhering to the purity of religion, ei- 
< ther in doctrine or in practice.“ If this accuſation be 
not grounded on truth, it certainly deſerves your Lord- 
ſhip's keeneſt animadverſions : for, we are explicitly for- 
bidden by the higheſt authority to © bear falſe witneſs 
e againſt our neighbour.” | 


But I am fearful, that notwithſtanding the divine pro- 
hibition of this odious crime, it is ſtill too prevalent in 
the world; and perhaps, none are more guilty of it than 
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the Clergy, who have peculiar opportunities of ſtretching 
reputations on the rack of malevolence, w ithou tany 
danger of being contradicted by the objects of their re- 
ſentment. Many poignant ſermons would loſe much of 
their attic ſalt, if there were not a ſpice of ſlander in 
them; and even ſome Charges might not be quite ſo 
long, if there was no room given to invention in the com- 
poſition of them. However, it is a vice, which ought to be 
deteſted in all men, eſpecially in thoſe, who are devoted 
tothe ſervice of the ſanQtuary. They ſhould, beyond all 
others, be promoters of peace, and lovers of concord, 
They ſhould ſpeak ill of no perſon behind his back. No 
raſh or uncharitable word ſhould ever drop from their lips; 
and never is the pulpit more proſtituted, than when it is 
made the flage, from which the arrows of detraction 
are hurled againſt the abſent, who are thereby, not only 
debarred from knowing their offence, but precluded 
from the means of clearing their innocence. I would 
therefore charitably hope, that the Clergymen, whoſe 
defence I have undertaken, need it not in this reſpect. 
They muſt ie, ſufficient themes to employ their time 
and attention, While they are in the pulpit, without de- 
ſcending to a perſonal attack upon their brethren's cha- 
raters. They have enough before them for the exer- 
ciſe of their ſharpeſt rebukes, without once glancing their 
eyes abroad. For, while fin bears ſuch ſway, and death 
is making continual havock, in their Pariſhes; compaſſion 
to precious ſouls muſt furniſh them with a variety of ar. 
guments for perſuading and beſeeching - ſor rouſing and 
exhorting their immediate hearers, to flee from fin and to 


prepare 
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prepare for eternity, without having one moment te 
ſpare, in which they may laſh the failings of thoſe, who 
as they are not within the audience of their voice, cannot 
be even in the way of being benefited by their reprehenſi- 
on. Nevertheleſs, ſtraining their charity, as I would wiſh 
to do, to its utmoſt Jatitude, there may be caſes, in which 
they would be warranted by your Lordſhip's charge, to 
guard their flocks from the ſeduction of falſe principles 
and bad practices. Were it ever to be our unhappy lot 
to live in times, (and ſuch an event may happen in this 
fluctuatipg world) where there ſhould be a general de. 
parture from the faith which was once delivered to the 
ſaints, and human fictions ſhould be ſubſtituted for goſ- 
pel realities; when the publickly authorized teachers of a 
nation ſhould be looſe in their morals, and unſcriptural 
in their doctrines; it would then certainly behove every 
faithful miniſter, to caution the unwary fram being miſ- 
led by ſuch examples of profaneneſs, and to inſtru@ the 
ignorant entruſted to his care, how they may diſtinguiſh 
between truth and falſehood, and be able to ſeparate the 
ſterling ore from all its counterfeits. May ſuch honeſt 
preachers never be wanting in our corrupt Iſland! 


The Fourth Charge is, © that they vent the moſt extra- 

* vagant notions, which are as repugnant to the ge- 
** nius and the precepts of the goſpel, as they are to that 
* reaſon, which they vilify and deſpiſe.” The Genius of 
the Goſpel! my Lord, is to diſplay the good-will of heav- 
en towards ſinners of the human race, or to maniſeſt the 
love of the Father in ſending his Son to redeem us by the 
ſacrifice 
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facrifice of himſelf, and his Spirit to renew us by the ope- 


ration of his grace, that we might love God from a ſenſe 


of his having firſt Joved us ; or that being acquitted from 


the gui.t of our fins, and delivered from the dominion of 


our corruptions, we might have a title given us to, and 
a meetneſs wrought in us for, an © inheritance among 
them who are ſanQiified.” Your Lordſhip can ſcarcely 


deny that this is the chief purport of that gracious meſſage 


from God to man, which we call goſpel or glad tidings. 
The genius of the goſpel then is benevolence; and they, 
who loſe ſight of this diſlinguiſhing feature of real Chriſti- 
anity in their preaching, do, without a doubt, advance 
notions whether they be tame or wild, niggardly or extra- 
vagant, which are contrary to the genius of the guſpel. - 


Now the queſtion is, who are they, that vent theſe 
extravagant or unſcriptural notions? Is it they who take 
the writings of prophets and apoſtles for their ſtandard, or 
they, who go back to the heathen ſchools, and make the 
uninſpired tenets of Cicero and Seneca, the rule of their 
preaching ? If the latter be right, it immediately follows 
that there was no need of Revelation, We might have 
found our way to heaven without its aid. And what is 
this in effect, but to rejett the counſel of God reſpeAing 
the method of ſalvation, and to caſt the greateſt reflecti- 
on upon his wiſdom, as if man were wiſer than He? 
Your Lordſhip muſt agree with every *fober believer” 
in your ſentiments upon this point : and therefore I ſhall 
puſh the argument no farther. 


But 
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But you will il ſay, „granting that the notions of 
* theſe Clergymen may, upon dodtrinal points, be agree- 
© able to the Genius of the goſpel, yet it muſt be allowed 
* that they * exceedingly, when they come to enforce 
its precepts.” Indeed my Lord it cannot be allowed, 
becauſe it is not true in fact. For, tho' they may ſpend 
much time and ſpare no pains to lay a good foundation 
by explaining to their hearers the firſt principles of 
Chriſtianity, that their judgment may be well informed 
concerning the reality of thoſe divine truths, on which 
their preſent and everlaſting happineſs depends; yet 
they always take care to tell them, at the ſame time, 


1 that all knowledge muſt terminate in praQtice, and that 
2 thoſe evangelical principles, which they inculcate with 
ſo much earneſtneſs, can only do them good, when they 


are ſo interwoven with the whole frame of their ſouls, 
as to produce holineſs in their hearts and lives. I believe 
that none lay more ſtreſs upon perſonal holineſs in their 
publick teaching, as well as private walk, than they do, 
not indeed that ſuperficial appearance of it, which 1s 
confined to outward duties, but that inward temper of 
mind, which ſpiritualizes the affections, and renders the 


behaviour towards God and man pious without hypocri- 
ſy, and amiable without pretence. And can ſuch miniſt- 
ers *vilify, and deſpiſe reaſon.” No, my Lord, they 


reverence it as the gift of God, and when it is, by rege- 


nerating grace, reſtored, with all the other faculties of 
the ſoul, to its proper place; they ever conſult its dictates, 


and obey its legitimate determinations. It is unenlightened 
reaſon. 
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reafon, that, they deery; and that only, when | it is put 
in the room of Revelation, or intended to ſupercede the 
neceſſity of it. They admit that reaſon, even while it 
lies amidſt the ruins of the fallen mind, bears many 
marks of its noble extraction, and is uſeful for many va- 
luable purpoſes pertaining to this world: but they find 
it then too blind a guide in the concerns of eternity, and 
too weak a check againſt the force of temptation, They 
have obſerved in their commerce with mankind, that 
perſons, of the brighteſt parts and the moſt cultivated un- 
derſtandings have often done the moſt fooliſh and wicked 
things, when they have been left to themſelves, and that 
their fine reaſoning powers, in the hour of trial, were of 
no more ſervice to them than if they had been the moſt 
ſtupid of men. Hence they are not for ſuppreſſing rea- 
ſon, but for limiting it within its juſt bounds. They 
bleſs God for the ſanctified uſe of it, and pray that it may 
he continued to them till their laſt moment. However 
they dare not pay too implicit a homage to it in every 
matter of importance: but knowing its weakneſs they 
will not rely on its ſtrength in many critical circumſtances, 
and having experienced too frequent Inſtances of 
its blindneſs, they cannot ſet it above the word of 
God, or make it a Judge, where it 1s deſigned only to 
be a Counſellor. In ſhort, tho they do not diſcard 
reaſon from their religion, yet they own that there are 
fome myſteries in religion, which are above the com- 
prehenſion of their higheſt reaſon in their preſent embo- 
died ſtate, and where reaſon fails with all her powers, 
there faith prevails, and love adores.“ 


The 
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The Fifth charge is, that, in an authoritative tone, 
they excite groundleſs fears and groundleſs hopes.” 
With regard to their tone,” I mult leave that as it is, 
becauſe men's voices are as various as their faces, and 
what may be the ſweeteſt harmony to one congregation, 
may ſound as the harſheſt diſcord to another ; even a 
the caſe was wich that devout Chaplain, who, when he 
was ſummoned by his Patron to hear the heavenly me- 
lody, that joyouſly ecchoed from hill to hill, angrily 
replied with every mark of diſappointment in his looks, 
« that he was deprived of that pleaſure by the helliſh 
* noiſe of thofe hounds,” who were rending the welkin 
« with their yell. And as to the authority,“ with which 
theſeCtergymen ſpeak, it is a recommendation of chem to 
me, as it is one proof at leaſt, that they tread in theĩt 
Maſters ſteps; and imitate his mode of preaching : for, 
it was remarked of him in the days of his fleſh, that he 
« taught as one having authority, and not as the ſcribes.” 

I ſuppoſe that theſe ſcribes, when they mounted the 
Roſtrum to read and expound the law, mumbled it over 
in ſuch a low, careleſs, or drowſy manner, that they 

rather lulled their hearers to ſleep than rouzed them to a 
ſenſe of their duty. But we read that our Lord opened 
* his mouth, when He taught the multitude,” that he 
might pour forth his words with an energy, becoming 
the nature and importance of his work. And it is not 
unlikely, that ſome of the grand Sanhedrim might be 
diſpleaſed with Him for his boldneſs, and repreſent Him 
in ſome of their triennial viſits, if ſuch viſits were com- 
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mon in Jadea, das teaching the people in an authorita- 
tive tone,” 


Be this as it may, I will venture to affirm, beeauſe I 
can prove it from ſcripture, that He and his apoſtles 
+ excited fears and hopes in their audiences, For 
inſtance, by only ſaying, by * am He,“ the ſuffering 
Saviour ſtruck ſuch a panic into thoſe, who.came to 
apprehend Him, * that they went backward and fell to 
the ground: and by the uttering of a ſingle ſentence He 
gave 1 the dying thief an aſſured hope, * that he ſhould be 
on that day in paradiſe.” Peter's ſermon on the Day of 
Pentecoſt, lo alarmed the many thouſands, who flock- 
ed to hear him, * that they were pricked in their hearts 
and cried, men and brethren, what ſhall we do?” And 
be comforted. them with the hope of pardon and the ex- 
peQation of receiving the holy Ghoſt by exhoxting them 
49 ** repent, and he baptized in the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
for the remiſſion of their ſins,” | | 


In like manner the miraculous releaſe of Paul and Si- 
Jas from their bonds, cauſed ſuch a conſternation in the 
keeper of the priſon's mind, * that he drew his ſword 
and wou'd have killed himſelf,” had not the two diſciples 
interpoſed and given him the hope of being ſtill ſaved 
ba by believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ From thele, 


and many other inſtances, which might be adduced, we 
may ſafely conclude, that the great deſign of a preached 
goſpel is, to excite ſuch fears and hopes in the hearts of 

ſinners 
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ſinners, as:may drive them from their fins, and encou- 
rage them to flee unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvati- 
on. And, in this ſenſe it is a ſelf evident truth, that 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom.” As 
no loſt fonts will ever prize a Saviour, till they are filled 
with terror on the ſcore of their guilt, and are awakened 
to a full conviction of their ruined ſtate; ſo no truly 
convinced penitents can appropriate to themſelves the 
conſolations of the goſpel, till they ſee grounds to hope, 
according to the tenour of the new covenant, that their 
paſt tranſprefiions may be forgiven, and their perſons 
accepted in Chriſt Jefas. And as filial fear keeps the 
confirmed believer within the bounds of duty, ſo the 
fure hope of final triumph over all his corruptions in- 
fpires him with growing courage in all his conflias with 
a body of death. But here your Lordſhip may fay, 
** theſe fears and hopes are neceſſary, andought to be ex- 
cited in every breaſt, I condemn none in my Charge, 
* but fuch as are groundleſs.” And what, my Lord, are 


* thoſe groundleſs fears, the exciting of which you fo 


much blame? Are they excited by ſome frightful phan- 
toms, which have no exiſtence in nature, or by ſome 
ideal figments, which have no foundation in ſcripture ? 
If they be fo, then they are groundleſs indeed, and fuch 
as try to-excite them by theſe means are very unworthy 
to bear the facred eharatter of goſpel miniſters. I truſt 
there are none of this ſtamp within the Diocefe of Sa- 
rum. They Who are divinely called to the work of 
the miniſtry, have arguments enough to excite the fears 
of their hearers, without having recourſe to ſuch impious 

ſhifts 
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ſhifts. Whiiſt, God declares, © that he is angry with 
the wicked every day,” and ** that. his wrath is revealed 
from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs 
of men; they can have no need to borrow their ar- 
rows from any other quiver but his written word, when 
they would rouze the fears of the impenitent, and dart 
conviction into the hearts of the unbelieving. 


And what are thoſe groundleſs hopes, the exciting 
of which is ſo odious to your Lordſhip? Are they ex- 
cited by telling a licentious age, that there is no neceſ- 
fity for ſo. much preciſeneſs in religion, as the melan- 
choly and low ſpirited may affect that ſelf-denial, and 
taking up a daily croſs, might be proper enough in the 
infancy of the Chriſtian church, but that as we live in 
more liberal days, we may indulge ourſelves in every 
pleaſing recreation, that is ſanctioned by the general 
example, and refrain from no gratification, that is 
within the reach of our income—that tho' we have 
ſome very great failings, yet God is very merciful—and 
that tho' we neglett the care of our ſouls in the ſeaſon 
of health, and make light of ſalvation during the day 
ol grace; yet a death bed repentance ſhall rectify all 
that is amiſs in us, and ſo ſupply all our defects, that 
we ſhall as certainly go to heaven at laſt, as if we had 
ſpent all the former part of our lives in works of faith 
and labours of love. Now ſuch hopes, as theſe, I 
pronounce to be groundleſs: and it wou'd be better for 
thoſe, who excite them, that they had never been born. 
But I truſt that none can juſtly accuſe thoſe Clergymen, 

whom 


1 wo ww 


L ar TI 


whom J vindicate, of exciting groundleſs hopes. Nay 
the rigid piety, which your Lordſhip/lays to their charge, 
evidently clears them from this imputation. And it is 
well known to all who hear them, that their preaching 
hath ſo little tendency to excite groundleſs hopes, that it 
holds forth no hope of any kind to the abandoned and 
whole-hearted, who delight in ſin and deſpiſe holineſs 
who love their pleaſutes more than God—who cry peace 
to themſelves, while ſehovah is at war with 'them—and 
who dream of being happy for ever, when: the ſeeds of 
milery are already rankling in their breaſts. ' No, my 
Lord, they can promiſe no hope of mercy or proſpect of: 
reſt to ſuch, whillt they remain in their preſent, dread- 
ful condition. And the hope, which they would excite 
in thoſe contrite ſpirits, who are bowed down under a 
ſenſe of guilt and a dread of vengeance, is a hope of pard- 
on, that a holy and juſt God can beſtow in perfect uni- 
ſon with all his perfections; and which, before it can 
appear to be well-founded, muſt produce thoſe fruits of 
righteouſneſs, which are to the praiſe of his grace; And 
would your Lordſhip wiſh to repreſs the ardour of theſe: 
men in the execution of their office, when it may be 
proved by the teſtimony of all their ſtated hearers, that 
they make fin the only ground of fear, and falvation from 
ſin, the only ground of „he both here and hereafter ? 


The gay and thoughtleſs may denominate them,“ the 


*troublers of Iſrael,” that they may filence thoſe remon- - 
ſtrances of conſcience, which may be excited under their 
preaching : but you, my Lord, muſt think, in ſpite of 
every prejudice that may have been inſtilled into your 
| D mind 
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mind againſt them, that they are the beſt friends of 
mankind, and the moſt effectual promoters of the gener- 
al welfare, x | f 


4 


The Sixth Charge 1s, -* that they indiſpoſe the people 
te to liſten to the inſtructions of their miniſter, and to 
* undervalue his ordinances. If Igueſs aright, your 
Lordftip hath not hete put the ſaddle on the right horſe: 
for, from the little experience that I have gained of what. 
paſſes in the world, I have always found that thoſe Cler- 
gymen, who- preach fervently the pure word of God, 
walk uprightly, and act conſiſteutly in every part of their 
deportment, are not only eſteemed, but beloved in 
their ſeveral Pariſhes, and that it is not in the power of 
a. contingency, 10 long as they are enabled to pro- 
cced as they have begun, to alienate the people's affec- 
tions from them, much loſs to indiſpofe them to liſten 
to their inſtruttions, or to prevail with them to under- 
value their ordinances. They have an intereſt in the 
hearts of all the well-diſpoſed; and even the wicked, 
amidſt all their open abule of them, have a ſecret vener- 
ation for them. And whenever I hear a miniſter com- 
plaining ef the flights which he receives from his Parithi- 
oners, I generally ſuſpect, that the fault originates with 
him. He either {urs over his parochial duty in a haſty 
manner, or is difficult of acceſs, or is haughty in his 
carriage, or gives ſome juſt cauſe of diſguſt, which 
_ ſaon'; widens the breach, and produces a reciprocal. 
db ke in- each party, The conſequence of which is, 
that they, - who are quite indifferent about the ſalvation 

| " { of 
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of their ſouls, withdraw from the public ſervice of the 
church, that they may rove in the fields, or riot on the 
ale · bench; and others, who are more devoutly inclin- 
ed, will ſeek out for freſh: paſtures, where they may 
obtain food for their ſouls, and inſtraQtion for their i in- 
quiring minds. Now can any unbiaſſed perſon aver, 
that the miniſters, into whoſe Pariſhes theſe people re- 
(fort on this occaſion, are the cauſe of their refuſing to 
liſten to their own paſtor, and of their undervaluing his 
miniſtry? No, my Lord, your own excellent under- 
ſanding muſt decide otherwiſe. You muſt be ſenſible, 
that the children of this world will leave their own mark- 
et, and go to the diſtance of ten or twenty miles, where 
they can have better commodities than they have at 
bome: and ſhould not the childern of light imitate even 
them in a ſpiritual ſenſe ? It is true, that the former are 
generally wiſer in their generation, than the latter. Ne- 
vertheleſs, it muſt ſtill be granted, that when ſinners, by 
reading their Bibles, or by any other means, are 
brought to feel the evil of their fins, and to hunger af- 
ter righteouſneſs; they cannot be ſatisfied with a ſhort 
extratt out of Truſter, Enfield, or Webb, but will be- 
grudge no pains to come at more wholeſome, as well as 
more ſcriptural diet. Their wandering therefore, into 
neighbouring churches, whoſe doors cannot by any 
law be ſhat againſt them, is not tobe attributed to thoſe 
Clergymen, who'tniniſter there and are intent only up- 
on feeding their own flocks, but to that ſcarcity of the 
heavenly manna, which theſe wanderers find in their 
own precincts, or to ſome rough treatment that ſours 
eos D 2 their 
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their tempers againſt their on diſpenſers of it. It was 
not the ſage advice, or the pious example of old El, 
that made the Iſtaelites in his days, to abhor the of- 


fering of the Lord: but “his ſons were ſons of Be- 


lial,” and it was they, who, by their groſs ſenſuality and 


abuſe of holy things, brought the ſacrifices of the ſanc- 


tuary into diſrepute. And it will be ſortunate for this 


realm, if the ſame ſpirit of profaneneſs in thoſe who 


ſerve at the altar, will not terminate in the ſame cataf- 
trophe, as took the ark of God from Iſrael, and carried 


it into the land of the Philiſtines. May He, who alone 
is able, avert ſuch a heavy ſtroke from our church. and 


nation, and ſo turn. the hearts of both the Clergy, and 
the Laity, from the error of their ways, that vital.reli- 
gion may ſtill flouriſh and-abound , in our once highly 
favoured iſle! Should this univerſal reformation ever 
take place among us, I will be bold to affirm, that none 
will be able to indiſpoſe the people to. liſten to the in- 
ſtructions, or to underyalug: the ordinances of their own 
miniſters, May that bapgy period ſoon arrive! may 
this be the object of all, our wiſhes at every time we 
pray—“ thy kingdom come !” | 


The Seventh Charge is is, * that i in F of that ec- 
« cleſiaſtical authority, of which they pretend at times 
* to be ſo ſcrupulouſly obſervant, they both preach and 
* pray out of the church, to which, the wiſdom of our 
« eſtabliſhment hath ſo prudently, reſtrained it, and 


thereby, cauſe that ſchiſm, of which they. declare 


" « themſelves the moſt firenugus oppoſers.“ By the un- 
grammatical 
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grammatical it, which cloſes one branch of this curious 
charge, muſt be meant the profitable duties of praying 
and preaching. And your Lordſhip hath'no need to 
be reminded, that to pray, is to pour out the ſoul 
before God ; and that to preach, in the common accept- 
ation of the word among us, is to declare the will of 
God concerning the goſpel method of ſaving ſinners. 
Now, can any eſtabliſhment be termed wiſe, that con- 
fines theſe duties within the church-walls ? I hope for the 
honour of her, who is the mother of us all, that there 1s 
no ſuch Canon enjoined by her authority. It cannot be 
ſuppoſed, that ſhe ever intended to reſtrain her miniſt- 
ers from praying in their cloſets, in their families, and 
at the fide of fick-beds, or from publiſhing the good 
news of ſalvation through a crucified Saviour, wherever 
and whenever they may do it conveniently, and to the 
edification of their hearers, becauſe no time or place 
can, in the nature of things, be either improper or un- 
ſeaſonable to ſerve God with an upright heart. Hard 
then would be the fate of Clergymen, if upon any e- 
mergency, they were not permitted to liſt up a petition 
to heaven for ſtrength to bear the various trials, to which 
they are liable in themſelves, or to teach others how 
they may be delivered from their fin and miſery, with- 
out being obliged upon ſuch occaſions, to fly unto con- 
ſecrated ground, and like the traitorous Joab, “to 
© catch hold on the horns of the altar. Nay, doth not 
the very act of praying or preaching conſecrate every 
ſpot where it is performed in faith ? did not our reform- 
ing Biſhops pray and preach at St. Paul's croſs, and at 
D g other 
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other like ſtations of publick concourſe? But granting 
that there may be ſuch an abſurd Canon in force, as 
doth confine the performance of theſe neceſſary duties 
within the walls of a church: was it prudent in your 
Lordſhip to lay open ſuch an abſurdity, and to put it 
as a weapon into the hands of our adverſaries, which 
they may employ to ſo great an advantage againſt the 
authority that enacted it? was it prudent in your Lord- 
ſhip to call the attention of your Clergy to one of the 
Canons, which forbids praying and preaching, while 
you took no notice of others, which might be far more 
uſeful for the regulation of their conduct ? It muſt cer- 
tainly be as innocent, and perhaps more edifying for 
ſome of them to go round their Pariſhes, to pray and to 
expound the ſcriptures from houſe te houle, as it is for the 
reſt to game and carouſe in their merry meetings; and 
both, it ſeems, are equally forbidden by the Canons. 
Your Lordſhip therefore ſhould allow the ſame liberty 
to the firſt as the laſt. You know that de guſtibus non 
* eſt diſputandum: ” and if the rigid pietiſts find more 
pleaſure in praying and preaching than in any other 
faſhionable amuſement, why ſhould you try to reſtrain 
them from it? By being ſo employed, they may do 
ſome good to the ſouls of their Pariſhioners, and will 
doubtleſs keep their own ſouls out of harm's way. It 
will preſerve them from ſinking into that ſpirit of ſaunter- 
ing, which is the bane of the divine life in the heart, and 
leads ſo many of our Clergy into ſuch a habit of idleneſs, 
that they do not knqw what to do with themſelves, and 
for that reaſon are conſtrained as it were to have recourſe 

to 
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to thoſe wretched expedients for. the killing of time, 
which often prove fatal to their morals, to their fortunes, 
and to their lives. And are theſe evils leſs to be dread- 
ed than the effects of praying and preaching ? You can- 
not think ſo, my Lord: and if there were any Canon, 
that prohibits theſe religious duties, which are fo hene- 
ficial to mankind, and fo ſalutary to thole who are en- 
gaged in them, I verily believe, that your Lordſhip 
would connive at the breach of it, and rejoice in any 
meaſure of ſucceſs that might accompany the well-meant 
efforts of the pious tranſgreſſors. Nay, I ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
peQ, that you do yourſelf, my Lord, tranſgreſs it almoſt 
every day of your life. For, tho' as a Biſhop, you 
have no frequent calls for preaching, and have always 
a ſubſtitute to pray for you at the Steeple-houſe, as .ciend 
Broad-brim ſtiles it; yet I am not without my ſuſpicions 
that a watchful eye may daily obſerve you, breathing 
your devout ejaculations beſore a throne of grace, while 
you are in your retirements, and diſpenſing ſpiritual in- 
ſtruction to all who deſire it, when you appear in com- 


pany. 


And with reſpeqt to the ſchiſm to which your Lord- 
ſhip makes theſe Clergymen acceſſary, they are indeed, 
not only © the moſt ſtrenuous oppoſers,” but the moſt 
effectual preventers of it, ſo far as their influence ex- 
tends. There is a partiality in Engliſhmen to the Church 
of England. They revere her doftrines—they admire 
ber inſtitutions—they ſee with gratitude, that according 
to her regulations, proviſion is made for preaching ihe 
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goſpel /reely to the poor. And it is a fact, which cannot 
be controverted, that in the Pariſhes, where theſe mi- 
niſters labour, there are few or no Diſſenters. 


Hence it is clear, that they cauſe no ſchiſm in the 


Church. As they preach and live according to her pre- 


ſcriptions ; ſo they thereby prevent diviſions in her, and 
increaſe the number of her real members. It is they, 
who, allured by a love of innovation, or relaxed by 
worldly eaſe, advance notions which are new to the 
Church, and diſcover a temper, that is inattentive to her 
welfare—who will neither preach her doctrines them- 
ſelves. nor ſuffer others to preach them ; they, and they 
only are the cauſe of that ſchiſm, of which your Lordſhip 
complains. For, when the people cannot hear thoſe 
truths, which are grown familiar to them by the frequent 
peruſal of her Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies ; they 
will go where they can hear them, or what is correſpond- 
ent to them, and will not fit under thoſe teachers, whoſe 
ſentiments bear little or no affinity to her doctrines, and 
whoſe lukewarmneſs, in the performance of her ſacred 
offices, throws a damp upon their devotion, if it doth 
not incline them to treat all religion as a farce. And 
where this innovating and lukewarm ſpirit will end, it 
may puzzle us all to determine. But it cannot forebode 
much good to out excellent church, and it highly behoves 
thoſe, who have ſo much at ſtake in her proſperity, to 
mark well her bulwarks, and to come back to herfirſt prin- 
ples, that ſhe may yet recover her priſtine dignity, and 
for many ages to come continue renowned on the earth. 

According 


E 
According to my view of her intrinſic worth, when ſhe is 
permitted to appear in her own native attire, I cannot 


help adopting father Paul's laſt ſarewell to his FT 
and ſaying of — in his words“ eſto * 


The eighth charge is, * that all the forementioned evils 

* and irregularities are the united product of ignorance of 
© the nature of Chriſtianity, of miſguided zeal, and of 
e ungoverned enthuſiaſm.” Here I was really at a loſs to 
gueſs at your Lordſhip's meaning, till I turned to a ſubſe- 
quent pageof your Charge, where, as I took the matter, you 
give us to underſtand that, © by ignorance of the nature 
« of Chriſtianity, ” you mean, that theſe thick-ſculled 
Clergymen * do not fufficiently diſtinguiſh, in reading 
„the new Teſtament, between men and things in the in- 
fancy of the goſpel and its preſent ſtate, and between 
<* theanollolical powers and their own, * or in other words 
that they unhappily forget, that the extraordinary ope- 
ce rations of the holy Spirit have long ſince ceaſed, and 
* that his ordinary eſſects are conſiſtent with our free 
* agency, and are not manifeſted in fancied impulſes or 
* imaginary calls, but in the more certain evidence of its 
* fruits, a good life — that by © miſguided zeal” you 
mean, * that they ſtretch themſelves beyond their pro- 
« per line, and intrude into the province of other men, 
* which is not only unauthorized but unwarrantable,” — 
that by © ungoverned enthuſiaſm” you mean, © that they 
** unlettie the minds of their followers, reſpedting chriſt- 
* 1an virtue and good works, by fixing them on viſionary 
* notions of an inactive faith, by deſtroying their utility 
*in 
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* in performing the duties of common life, which are fo 
* valuable in the ſight of God, when rightly performed, 
* that by ſubſtituting the dreams of a warm imagination, 
« in the place of the clear deciſions of the golpel, and the 
cool determinations of the judgement, concerning the 
* ſtate of their ſouls, they retard inſtead of advancing the 
* cauſe, which they wou'd be thought moſt anxiouſly to 
* to ſerve, and that by their errors they give deep 
* concern to the friends of Revelation, whilſt they afford 
© the greateſt triumph to its moſt inveterate foes,” Tho 
then the product is united, yet the roots, it ſeems, are 
various from which thoſe evils and irregularities ſpring, 
which had been ſo pathetically deſcribed by your Lord- 
ſhip. And the principal root is—* ignorance of the 
© nature of Chriſtianity,” or, as you afterwards explain 
„ yourſelf, not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhing, in reading the 
* new Teſtament, between men and things in the infan- 
* cy of the goſpel and its preſent ſtate, &c. It is be- 
yond a controverſy, that there is a great deal of ignor- 
ance, that adheres to the moſt cultivated minds whilſt 
they dwell in bodies of clay ; and none are more ready 
to acknowledge this undiſputed truth than they, who 
have attained to the higheſt degree of knowledge, that is 
attainable on this fide of the grave. Such are ever ready 
to confeſs and bewail, that they know but little of the di- 
vine nature—little of that myſtery of godlineſs, God 
manifeſt in the fleſh—little of the mode in which the 
holy Spirit works upon the heart in the converſion of 
finners and the ſanctiſication of believers—little of that 
heavenly world, to which their ſouls are ever tending, 

and 


1 431 

and for which they are every day preparing. But ſtill 
it would be very unfair to infer from this acknowledged 
ignorance of theſe ſublime articles of faith, which are 
to be believed upon the tefttmony of Revelation, that 
* they do not diſtinguiſh between men and things 
in the infancy of the goſpel and its prefent ſlate, 
and between the apoſtolical powers and their own.” 
Surely the loweſt proficient in the ſchool of Chriſt muſt; 
be ſenſible, that thoſe extraordinary operations of the 
* holy Spirit have long fince ceaſed,” by which the firſt 
diſciples were enabled to ſpeak foreign languages which 
they had never learned, to heal the difeaſed, and to raiſe 
the dead. None ever pretend to perform ſuch miracles. 
now. All know, who know any thing about the religion 


of the goſpel, that the power of working them was limit- 
ed to the infancy of Chriſtianity for the wiſe purpoſe of 
propagating it with greater ſpeed among the nations, and 
of gaining ſor it a firmer footing in the world. But 
doth it thence follow that the efficacy of the gofpel quite 
evaporated in thoſe primitive days? Are none of its be- 
nign influences to extend unto us? Are not fome of its 
beſt cures to be wrought on us? Yes, my Lord, whene- 
ver the plain goſpel is truly preached, and an unCtion 
from above goes along with it, there are {till aſtoniſhing 
effects, which attend its bleſſed courſe. The ſpiritually 
blind are made to ſee their loft condition. The ſpiritu- 
ally deaf are made to hear the glad tidings of falvation. 
The ſpiritually dead are made to revive into newneſs of 
life. And the happy retult of this divine change in 
their ſouls is, that they not only © deny ungodlineſs and 

« worldly 
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t worldly luſts,“ but are enabled to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and piouſly, in this preſent world! that they are 
no longer glued to this earth, and reſt in it as their 
portion, but are animated with a better hope, and look 
for the glorious appearing of the great God, even our 
* Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” when He ſhall come to finiſh 
the new creation in them, and to take them to himſelf 
for ever. The proud become humble, and the hard- 
hearted grow merciful. Where hatred, war, and ſorrow 
reigned before, love peace, and joy ſucceed, 


And are not theſe graces confeſſedly the work of the 
| holy Spirit in every age of the chriſtian church? Is his 


agency 1n theſe reſpetts ever to ceaſe till time ſhall be 
no more. 


% No” replies your Lordſhip, “ I have not contro- 
*« verted his ordinary effects, but only obſerved that 
o theſe are conſiſtent with our free agency, and are not 
* manifeſted in fancied impulſes or imaginary calls, but 
*in the more certain evidence of a good life. 


Well, my Lord, theſe are the only operations of the 
holy Spirit, which the Clergymen in queſtion hold ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. They claim no apoſtolical autho- 
rity. They lay no ſtreſs upon fancied impulſes or 
imaginary calls, but bring every principle and every 
practice to the teſt of the written word, that what tallies 
with that ſtandard, they may embrace as the truth of 
God, and that what is repugnant to it, or falls ſhort of it, 

they 
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they may reject as the ſpurious offspring of a deluſive 
mind. Tbey allow no converſion to be genuine, but 
what meliorates the temper, and is productive of that 
„ holineſs, without which no man ſhall fee the Lord.“ 
How then can it be ſaid, that in reading the new 
* Teſtament they do not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh between 
men and things in the. infancy of the goſpel and 
tits preſent ſtate, ” when the goſpel is now the ſame as 
it was then; and when, excepting the. extraordinary 
operations of .the holy Spirit in working miracles, the 
ſame divine power for the. renovation of ſinners is as 


needſul as ever? Human nature is the ſame. The 


force of habit is the ſame. The prevalency of unbelief 
is the ſame. The contagion of bad examples is the 
ſame. And what but the ſame grace which converted 
the ii Chriſtians, can make the like fallen, helpleſs 
creatures to be now Chriſtians, not in name but in deed-? 
Are we born with hetter-, hearts or better . diſpoſitions 
than the generations, of old? Are not our wills as free 
to do evil as theirs? Are not we as prone to flee from 
God and to ſorget our obligations to Him as they 
were? Waving therefore the cavils about the free agen- 
cy of man, Laſk—have we not as much need of the 
influence of the holy Spirit to enlighten our dark under- 
ſtandings, to regulate our perverſe wills, and to ſpiritu- 
alize our ſenſual affetiions, as a carnal Jew or a 
blind . Gentile ever had? And muſt not we be 
alike the ſubjects of his regenerating grace, before 
we can. be ſeparated from our ſins, and meetened 
for heaven? Who will venture to prove that they 
* who 
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who inſiſt upon thele fruits of the holy Spirit as the per- 
manent, unalienable concom itants of the new birth, 
either miſunderſtand or mifapply the language of the new 
Teſtament ? Beware then, my Lord, where you lay the 
charge of ignorance of the nature of Chriſtianity, leſt it 
ſhould recoil upon a party which you ſeem much inclin- 
ed to favour. They, who ate converfant with their 
Bibles, and ſpeak what they © have known of the word 
* of life ” from their own experience, have more know- 
zedge in divine things than your Lordfhip may imagine. 
Cod grant that they may never hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs. or remain fatisfied with notions, be they 

ever fo ſcriptural, which have not a ſaving efficacy up- 

on their hearts and lives, 


The next root, from which the evils and irregularities 
before recited ſpring, is, according to your Lordſhip's 
conceptions, —* miſguided zeal, ” which implies, as your 
own Comment illuſtrates this inauſpicious phraſe, © an 
unauthorized ſtretching of themſelves beyond their 
* proper line, and an unwarrantable intruſion into the 
province of other men.“ Tam glad that your Lord- 
thip grants that ſome ſort of zeal is allowable, by your 
calling that zeal miſguided , which you would condemn. 
Indeed an apoſtle hath affure@ us, * that it is good to be 
#* zealoufly affected always in a good thing.” And nev- 
er was there a ſtronger call for zeal in the cauſe of reh- 
gion than the preſent day, when the love of fo many 
profeſſors is waxen very cold, and almoſt every degree 
a ſeriouſneſs is baniſhed from our land—when piety is 
ridiculed 
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ridiculed as the height of hypocriſy, and a profeſſed at- 
tention to the ſalvation of loſt ſouls can hardly be nam- 
ed without a ſneer, even in ſome of the politeſt and moſt 
refined circles among us. Now, is not this a time for 
all the real ſervants of God to ſtand up in defence of his 
truths, and to diffuſe them as widely as poſſible ? Can 
they be ſlothful and timorous in ſpreading the true faith, 
when the avowed patrons of infidelity ſet their faces as 
braſs againſt every thing that is ſacred, and are active 
as the devil, in propagating their crude conceits, which, 
to ule your Lordſhip's nervous language upon another 
occaſion, were they once univerſally to prevail, would 
e ſubvertievery thing that is valuable in ſociety, in ga» 
* vernment, and in religion?“ Would it not be a ſhame 
to all pious Clergymen, if the enemy were more diligent 
in ſcattering his tares, than they are in ſowing the pure 
wheat? How could they preſume to meet your Lordſhip: 
at your triennial Viſiiations, if they were to prove ſo un- 
faithful to their truſt ? And what is infinitely of more im- 
portauce to their peace of mind, how could they look 
forward to the hour of death, and the great day of judg- 
ment with ſuch a load of guilt, for the omiſſion of duty, 
lying upon their conſciences? Alas! alas! there is too 
litile of this zeal to be obſerved in the beſt of them. Be- 
tween the'frowns of the world, and the rebukes of their 
Diaceſaris-between the incumbrances of a family, and 
the natural infirmaties of a body of clay which they car- 
ry about them; they have enough to damp their zeal, 
and to cool their ardour in their ſacred work. But hav- 
ing ſet their hand to the goſpel plough, they dare not. 
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look back, org“ confer with fleſh and blood.“ Having 
the charge of immortal ſouls delivered to them, they 
muſt act as thoſe, who know that they muſt give an ac- 
count of their reſpective cures, not to man, but to God. 
And when they are enabled to be a little fervent in 
© fpirit whillt they are ſerving the Lord :“ that ſervour 

excites the indignation of their more indolent brethren, 
_ who immediately raiſe a hue and cry againſt them, as 

if they were the vileſt of men, and going to“ turn the 

% world upſide down.” Nor is this at all to be wonder- 

ed at: it is quite a natural caſe: and your Lordſhip muſt: 
have oſten oblerved among your own domeſties, that 
when one of them is very attentive to your intereſt, and 

uncommonly vigilant in his place, all the reſt ſoon form 

a league againſt him, and ſuub him as a meddling; offi- 
cious fellow, who is more buſy than is neceſſary. And 
vould your Lordſhip wiſh. to give weight to; their re- 
proaches; or join wich them in adding your own diſap- 

probation. to the; poor man's miſery, as if he had not 
enough to embitter his life befure,? I wait not for your 
- anſwer, but beg you would apply the parallel to thoſe, 
who are denominated zealous, or over-righteous Clergy- 
men. But your Lordſhip. may here ſay, * it is not their 
* zeal that I blame, but their guided uſe of it.” I 

apprehend, my Lord, that zeal can only be miſguided, 
when it is employed to bad, trifling, or unſuitable pur- 
poles. For inſtance, that zeal is miſguided, which ex- 

, erts itlelf in making ptoſelytes to irreligion, or turns 
pander to every ſpecies of immorality. That zeal is 
miſguided 
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miſguided, which ſpends all its ſtrength in idle diſpuites, 
ahout the circumſtantials of religian - about the mode 
of worſhip, or the ſorm of oxdinances—about the co- 
Jour of a coat, or the moulding of a hat. That geal is 
miſguided, which rages in angry quarrels about meta- 
pbyſical points, which have been bandied about as the 
Shibboleth of a party frotn age to age; and can only. be 
conſidered as the devil's engine for narrowing chriſtian 
communion, and for extinguiſhing chriſtian love. Zeal; 
in either oftheſe inſtances, may well be termed miſguid- 
ed, becauſe if it were to gain the objeRs for which it con- 
tends, the world would not be a whit the better for 
them. But, can that zeal be ever miſguided that hath 
the good of ſouls alone in view, and aims only to fave 
them from fin and to make them holy, that they may 
be happy both now and for ever? Andtho' ſuch a zeal 
may ſometimes lead the poſſeſſors of it beyond their 
ſtrict bounds, and into other men's provinces; yet is 
there not cauſe far it ? Would not your Lordſhip fo the 
fame if you were in the like circumſtances ? Nay, E will 
ſuppoſe, that you faw a ſheep or an ox, rolling in a 
ditch, while the proper ſhepherd: beheld them in that 
condition without concern, and either negleQted; or 
refuſed to help them out: and would not your Lord» 
ſhip in that caſe lend them your aſſiſtance, that you 
might preſerve them from periſhing ? Yes, my Lord, I 
have that opinion of your humanity, that if you were in 
the greateſt hurry to attend the inveſtiture of a knight 
of the garter, or even to lay the foundation of a new ca» 
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thedral ; ſuch a fight would move your compaſhon, and 


bring you down from your chariot, that you might re- 


lieve the ſuffering animals, without once enquiring to 


whom they belonged, or troubling yourſelf about their 


lawful ſhepherd, untefs it were to reprimand him for his 
negligence, or to punifh him for his cruelty. And is a 
ſheep or an ox of more value than immortal ſouls ? Jefus 
Chriſt thought otherwiſe, when He left his native glory, 
and- came down from heaven to earth, that he might 
ſeek and ſave them when they were loſt. He went about 
doing good. He did not ſtand upon punQillios, when he 
ſweated great drops of blood in the garden of Gethſema- 
ne, andexpired inthe greateſt anguiſh on an ignomini- 
ous croſs at Calvary for their redemption. May the 
ſame mind be in all his miniſters, which was in Him! 
Then as their zeal will not be miſguided ; ſo their uſe- 
fulneſs will not be conſined, and their labours will not be 
in vain; The laſt ſource of the evils and theſe irregulari- 
ties which your Lordſhip deprecates, is, their © ungovy- 
* erned enthuſiaſm,” which as you interpret it, ſignifies, 
* that they unſettle the minds of their hearers reſpett- 
© ing: chriſtian. virtue and good works, by fixing. them 
on viſionary notions of inactive faith, &c.“ As this is 
merely a gratis dictum, ſo I might — for the — 
of it to matters of fact. 


But as I have hitherto treated your Lordſhip with the 
moſt unfeigned deference, ſo no provocation ſhall incite 
me to depart from this unaffected moderation; and I 
1 will 
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will endeavour to give a candid diſcuſſion to this heavy 
ſtroke, which as it is the laſt, ſeems to cut the deepeſt. 
It is ſajd of the prodigal ſon, when he reflected on his 
folly, and felt the awful conſequences of his ſinful courſes, 
e that he came to himſelf.” And doth not this expreſfi- 
on imply, that while he was ** waſting his ſubſtance in 
*« riotous living,“ he was out of his right mind? Now, 
if the Clergymen, whom you have all along ſo much 
honoured with your notice, © by unſettling the minds of 
their hearers,” lead them to a ſenſe of their fins and a 
forſaking of them; then I ſcruple not to mantain, that 
there is nothing in this part of their conduct that borders 
upon enthuſiaſm, or is not governed by the dictates of 
ſound judgement. 


I am not to inform your Lordſhip, that enthuſiaſm is 
a frantic working upon the fancy or paſſions, which ex- 
cites a hope of attaining the end, without uſing the means 
that God hath ordained, as leading footſteps to it, Juſt 
as if men were to expect God's favour without the me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt—pardon without being intereſted, 
in his atonement—holineſs without the ſanctification of 
the holy Spirit—and glory without a meetneſs wrought 
in their ſouls for the participation of it. 


This is enthuſiaſm indeed; and it is well known that 
they, who are aftuated by ſuch wild extravagant imagi- 
nations as theſe, are ungovernable in their tempers, 
unruly in their houſholds, and untractable both in church 
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ard flatd. Self. will is their guide, and felf.intereſt tie 
ruling principle. To-therh virtue is an empty name, 

and good works mean only preſent ecnveniency. All 
their doihgs are mercenary, ' As they ſpring not from 
faith, and have no regard to the :divine command, ſo 
they have not in them the nature of true bbedjencev 
Thegrand principle of love to God and man is wanting, 
and an inſpired writer hath pofitively affered us, * that! 
* tho” a man ſhould beſto all his goods to ferd the 
poor, and give his body to be burned, yet if * 
« ſhould have no love, be ie, After all, nothing.“ Can 
your Lordſhip then lay your hand upon your heart; 
and ſay before God, that thoſe Clergymen, who preach 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, are ehemies to. good 
works or III of licentiouſnels ? 
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No, 127 Lord, "ow are  obly 1 for eftabliſhing them 
upon the right foundation. They would- clear away 
the old rubbiſn that the'ſpiritual' büiſders may go to 
the rock Chriſt; and ground on Him thei? whole falvart- 
on Whilſt they would deter their follovers from laying 
any'Mteſs upon their deeds and duties, as the cauſe of 
their jaſtiſcation, ihey ed hort them to abound in (every: 
virtue and in everyigtate; as an evidence of their rege · 5 
neration, and as the only mark of gratitude, by which 
they car glorify their Father Which" is im Heaven.“ 
And ſu fur are theſe inde futigu ble labburefs in the Lord's 
vineyard'from countefianeing fl6th,” or gie ing the Teaft: 
encouragement to an inactive faith, that they ate. pro- 

claiming 
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claiming both in public and in private, that no faith is. 
of the right ſort but that, Which purifies the heart, over- 
comes the world, and works by love; that the idle ſoul - 
is an unthriving ſoul and that they, who are not cir- 
cumſpect. in theit daily walk are already on the devil's: 
ground, and verging upon the brink of deſtruction. 
Nor are they ſeſs ſtrenuous in ineulcating the neceſſity of 
diligence in worldly eallings. They know how valua- 
ble theſe. duties of common liſe are in the ſight of God 
when they are rightly performed, and give them due 
veight in their exhortations, charging every one, who 
believes td the ſaving of his ſoul, not only to be care- 
Hul 10 maintain good works in general, but “to 
e ſtudy to be quiet,” in his own particular ſtation, © and 
* to do his on buſineſs; and ever refreſhing his me- 
mory with the awful conſideration, that if he does not 
© provide for his on, eſpecially for thoſe of his own 
F n hath: demed che faith, andi is worle than 

*. an inſidel. 7 :: 11 freilefliam 
A 6 | 3 
And it 0 to — whokte converſant wide 
Pariſhes of theſe Clergymen, that they ** who bave taſted 
* the good word of God, and have experienced its 
transforming influences, in their fouls, are remarkable 
for their honeſty and ſobriety—for their induſtry and 
care of their families or their loyalty to the king and 
obedience toall who are in authority under him. And can 
8 Lordſhip think that theſe real converts, who are ſuch 
E 3 proficients 
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proficients in practicalgodlineſs, will ever be fo weak as to 
« ſubſtitute the dreams of a warm imagination in the 
* place of the clear deciſions of the goſpel? Are not 
theſe deciſions already in their favour ? And ſhould 
they fly to darkneſs for determining the ſtate of their 
e ſouls, ” when the light gives them all the information 
which they deſire? It cannot be. For, tho' they feel 
the love of God warm. in their hearts, enlivening them 
in the exerciſe of every duty; yet their judgement is 
ſtill cool, and paſſes no ſentence upon the ſtate of their 
fouls, but what is agreeable to the plain declarations of 
holy writ. . And if ſuch be the principles and practices 
of thoſe perſons who follow theſe proſcribed Clergymen, 
and evidential facts ſtamp truth upon this aſſertion ; is 
it poſſible that © they ſhould retard the cauſe, which 
<* they would be thought moſt anxiouſly to ſerve? Re- 
view this caſe my-Lord, more at large. See it with 
your own eyes. . Examine it fairly by your own good 
ſenſe. And I am much miſtaken, if your Lordſhip wilt 
not perceive, by ſuch an impartial ſcrutiny or cloſe 
mveſtigation, that neither the precepts nor examples of 
theſe miniſters “ will afford any juſt cauſe of concern to 
« the friends of Revelation or any real grounds of tri- 
, umph to its moſt inveterate enemies. Their piety 
may be unfaſhionable. Their words and their actions 
may not correſpond with the pink of the mode, by rea- 
ſon of their plainneſs and integrity. The half friends of 
Revelation may deſpiſe them as awkward, up outh beings 
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who appear in the world many centuries too fate: for 7 
ſuch unpliable morals, and its enemies may refoice to 
hear them branded as ungovernable enthuſiaſts, as it 
muſt yield ſport to them, as well as the beſt ſupport to 
their cauſe, when true devotion is derided as fanaticiſm;: 
and holineſs of heart and life is growing into univerſal 
diſrepute. 1 21 0 21 


But all, who duly confider the nature of their office; : 
the ſolemn engagement into which they -have voluntarily: 
entered at their ordination, the importance of the truſt” 
which is committed to their charge, and the ſalutary 
effects which follow the proper execution of it, will 
view them in a very different light, and not only regard 
them as ſome of the ſalt of the earth, which keeps it 
from putrefaction, but wiſh them more zeal, as well as 
every other qualification, that is needful for their holy. 
calling, that they may not flinch from the duty which as 
preachers of the everlaſting-goſpel they owe to God, to 
themſelves, to their pariſhes, and to their country. For: 
God's ſake, therefore, my Lord, and for the ſake of 
thoſe precious, and never dying ſouls, of which you are 
the Overſeer in this dioceſe ; have nothing to ſay againſt 
theſe men, leſt eventually you. ſhould be found to mili- 
tate againſt the weal of that community, in which you 
have fo much to loſe, and to haſten the diſſolution of 
our church. and ſtate, which are already bleeding. at 
every pore, and languiſhing under the alarming ſymp- 
toms of a great decay, If you will not help them for- 

ward 


ward in their good work, do not try to throw hindrances- 
in their way. They have a ſufficiency of theſe to ſour 
their ſpirits, without any more accumulation of uneaſi- 
neſs. As you expreſs the utmoſt pity for their ſuppoſed 
miſtakes, attempt not to abridge their uſefulneſs, when 
it hath been almoſt demonſtrated that the miſtake lies on. 
your fide of the queſtion. And ſurely, my Lord, when, 
you recommend {uch a latidudinarian ftretch of candour 
to thoſe, who differ from us in that mbſt fundamental 
article of all religion, which reſpedts the object of 
*« faith ;”” you cannot, without the moſt glaring partiality, 
withhold the fame candid treatment from ſuch as agree 
with you m all the eſſentials of true religion, and at- 
cording to your ,own ſtate of their delinquency, are 
only to be blamed for too rigid a piety towards God, 
and too eager a zeal for the conv erfion of their fellow 
ſinners. 7 datt. 0 1201 
„% x Lou r writ t n ll 
It muſt be owned indeed, that a bad life. is the worſt 
kind of hereſy: and it is very congtuous with the genius 
of the goſpel, that vhilſt we deteſt the principles of in- 
kdels, and expoſe their evil tendency, we ſhould eſteem 
their perſons, and do every good office chat lies within 
the reach of our power. But fill we ate not to ſacri- 
fce our faith to their prejudices, or to eatry our com- 
plaiſance to their vaniuy © uſque ad aras. There are 
bounds, beyond which:: we cannot go, even in the line 
of charity, without making ſhipwreck of a good conſci - 
ence. How then comes it to paſs, that your Lordſhip 
diſcovers 
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covers ſo intolerant a diſpoſition towards: thoſe, who 
agree with you in the eſſentials of chtiſtianfty, while your 
heart dilates into the moſt athiable ſpirit of motle ration 
towards ſuch as are 16 eccentric in their notibns, that 
they differ from you about the very objekt of falth 318 
it a greatet erime to be a Bible:chriftign, than a Tee 
taught Heather, or a'ſober conſiſtent velleber, han a 
bewildered unbeliever, who Hah n fed principles fot 
his gaideF? * Such as af dnanimoùs it he purſuit of he 
ſame carthly proßts er ſenfual plenſures, may eafih) 
overlook petty diſtinẽtions, and jumble together” into the: 
ſathie ritaſs oFESrrop tion #5 congeHaI Wuls. Brit as I: eth\" 
not think'that this'ts the grount of 4617 predileRibir for 
thoſe who have not a ſeriptural object of their faith; or 
of your averfion from others, who profeſs the ſatie beer 
as yourſelf: fol ſhall leave your Lordſhip to unriddle 
this ſeeming Paradox at Sur" next Vi e hen, . 
bably;'y enen from nne en, Song 
rf ⏑,˖,)Aÿ⁰ει 34 h,... 002118 204110 = 97707 zich 
In the mean Une let "TW entreat Jl; my Lord, by 
every thing that is dear to us, as men, as chriſtians, rid 
as expectunts of an eternal cron, te ſet your "ſacs as 
a flint againſt all the wotkers' of iniquity Within your Di- 
oceſe. Theſe ſhonld be the chief ſubjrcts of a Brftiop's 
reprehenſions. Por, as it is 4 Tightebuſnds” that exalt- 
eth aà nation, fon is the repronch, as well/xs the ruin 
of every people.” Here chere is roof Your 26dVte 
have full fcope for exertion. Cut döwn with thi 
ford of the Spirit; and the Lord will ies you in . 
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your underrakings. Inſtead of limiting your reproof to 
one deſcription of your Clergy, let all who deſerve i it, 

feel i its weight alike. And if your Lordſhip would have 
that, part of them, which you lately upbraided as over- 
zealous and rigidly pious, leſs obſerved in the world, and 
more confined to their Pariſhes ; as the father of them all, 

adviſe the reſt of their brethren to be more aſſiduous in 
their ſtudies—more indefatigable in the work of the 1ni- 
niſtry more regular in their whale converſation. Nay, 
as their biſhop, command them to preach the goſpel in its 
purity, © to viſit the dick; the fatherleſs, and the. widow in 
« their affliction, to warn them who are unruly, to com- 
6 fort the feeble-minded, to ſupport the weak, to be pati- 
* ent towards all men, and above all, to * themſelves 
n n the world. 1 1 


0 * a ares day for Old 8 ſhould we Nil 
* if all Clegymen were thus to exert themſelves, and 
this pure and undefiled religion were univerſally to pre- 
vail in all our pariſhes, as the fruit of the divine bleſſing 
upon their labours! How great would be your Lord- 
{hip's reward in heaven, if you were made jnſtrumental 
in promoting ſo great and ſo beneficial a Reformation ! 
Thouſands of fouls would have cauſe for ever to bleſs 
the day, in which you were appointed to preſide over us, 
and generations yet unborn, would recolle& your name 
with thankfulneſa, and call you bleſſed. And doth not 
this enlivening proſpect animate your ſpirit with a holy 
ardour to enter upon this noble enterprize? Ariſe, my 

Lord, 
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Lord, and be doing. Look unto God for help, and 
inſuperable as the difficulties, which are before you, 
may appear to human view, He vill enable you to ſur- 
mount them all. Be ſtrong therefore in the Lord and 
in the power of his might. Have no reſpect of perſons 
in the difcharge of your office. Avoid all that narrow 
policy, which flatters one party at the expence of ano- 
ther. As all your Clergy ought to ſerve but one Maſt- 
er, and ſhould have but one aim in all their miniſtra- 
tions; ſo your Lordſhip's reproofs and injunctions ought 
to be indiſcriminately pointed at the correction and 
improvement of them all. In your own emphatic 
words, © your judgement of men and things ſhould be 
founded on facts and evidence: and you ſhould know 
no diſtinctions but thoſe that reſult from character. 
This is an admirable rule for the guidance of a chriſtian 
Biſhop. 1 pray God that your Lordſhip may ever att 
up to the full import of it in the management of your 
Dioceſe. Obſtacles will intervene in all the regulations 
which you make, or propoſe to make. A corrupt world 
will miſrepreſent you. A ſlothful Clergy will not love 
to be rouzed from their lethargy. However the expe- 
riment is worth trying: and thoꝰ you may not meet with 
all the ſucceſs, to which ſo good a deſign will be enti- 
tled ; yet you will have the comfort to reflect that you 
attempted it in ſinceruty. And will not this pleaſing re- 
ſlection be of more value to your Lordſhip in a dying 
hour. than the favour of your prince, or the profit of the 
See of Sarum ? For, you and I, my Lord, muſt ſoon die. 
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The faſhion of this world is paſſing away, and every 
thing in it is periſhing in the uſing. May you have a 
more enduring inheritarice than this earth can afford 
you! may your life be long and uſeful! may your laſt 
moments be happy, and clouded with none of thoſe diſ- 
treſting fears and pangs, for the omiſſion of duty, which 
fo much diſquieted the truly pious * Uſher i in 
Bis paſſage from time to — | 
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